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Tax season
Utah State students file taxes using a variety of methods
 Tax season is here and 
the question for some Utah 
State University students is 
how to file tax returns for 
much-needed money from 
the past year. To help stu-
dents with this yearly rit-
ual, there are a number of 
options available, including 
one-on-one help or websites 
to help with filing taxes.
 The Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA), an 
organization in the Jon 
M. Huntsman School of 
Business, is a program in 
which the IRS partners with 
people willing to serve oth-
ers to help get taxes done. 
There are VITA sites all 
over the nation, some going 
through government agen-
cies, others going through 
universities, said Bonnie 
Villarreal, director of the 
accounting graduate pro-
grams and a tax profession-
al who helps run VITA each 
year.
 “One of the cool things 
about having a VITA site 
at a university is that it’s a 
win-win; students that are 
attending the university get 
the help with situations that 
are unique to the fact that 
they are attending univer-
sity,” said Villarreal. “But 
also the volunteers, who 
are often studying things 
like income tax, get real-
world experience to kind of 
supplement the classroom 
experience.”
 Volunteers sit down with 
students and walk them 
through the process. This 
year, however, VITA is start-
ing a fast-track program, 
where students can drop off 
copies of those documents 
needed to file and can come 
back to pick up the finished 
return any time later in the 
tax season. Villarreal said 
this will cut back on waiting 
lines so more people can be 
served.
 Kourtney Harding, a 
graduate student in soil sci-
ence, uses VITA with her 
husband to file taxes every 
year.
 “Yeah, there’s some wait-
ing, but we always knew that 
going in,” Harding said. “So 
we just go hang out and do 
homework while we wait. 
And I like that they’re get-
ting practice, and once we 
got in there, we just had all 
our stuff and they just put 
it all in. They knew to ask 
about how much I spent on 
textbooks and tuition and 
when we paid tuition and 
things like that.”
 To take advantage of the 
the service VITA offers, stu-
dents can go in on any of 
the designated days during 
tax season to get one-on-
one help.
 VITA isn’t just for stu-
dents. Community mem-
bers in need of assistance 
can take advantage of the 
service on campus. Every 
January, those who want 
to volunteer are trained in 
both professionalism and 
competency in tax returns, 
said Villarreal. They are 
also trained to help inter-
national students who may 
not be familiar with U.S. tax 
laws.
 In the last couple of years 
VITA at USU generated 
$850,000 in tax returns and 
refunds, said Villarreal. 
Every year about 50 volun-
teers help with the VITA 
program.
 “Every year we do this tax 
training, and usually we do 
it on a Saturday morning, 
and it’s January, and it’s like 
zero degrees. ... I come up 
here, and I think, ‘No one 
is going to show up. Why 
would you get up at 8 o’clock 
on a Saturday morning to 
do something you don’t 
have to do?’” said Villarreal. 
4By Mandy Morgan
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Students sell blood plasma
 Utah State University students are 
no different from other college stu-
dents when it comes to the need for 
extra cash.
 To fulfill that need, some students 
have turned to the option of donat-
ing their blood plasma in exchange 
for compensation. Though donating 
plasma has become more and more 
popular, some students who donate 
know little about what plasma is 
used for.
 Zac Darling, a sophomore major-
ing in mechanical engineering and 
previous donor was introduced to 
plasma donation by his cousin.
 “He told me that it was a quick way 
to earn some extra cash for dates 
and gas,” he said. “Other than that I 
didn’t really understand the process 
or why they wanted it.”
 Human blood consists of 55 per-
cent plasma, 44 percent red blood 
cells and 1 percent white blood cells. 
Vlasta Hakes, public affairs director 
for Grifols, the company which owns 
the donation center in Logan, said 
plasma is a vital substance to com-
bat rare and chronic disease.
 “The plasma is where important 
sodium and proteins are stored in 
the blood,” Hakes said. “We use the 
donated plasma to purify those pro-
teins and then convert them to med-
icine needed by patients throughout 
the world whose own plasma lacks 
those necessary proteins.”
 Plasma is mostly made of water, 
which means the human body 
replenishes itself with the substance 
very quickly as compared to whole 
blood that takes much longer, due to 
the need of regenerating red blood 
cells. Hakes said this is a reason 
Grifols encourages donors to come 
back as often as they can.
 “The plasma needed to generate 
enough medicine for one patient for 
a year is anywhere from 150 to 1,300 
donations,” Hakes said. “That’s a 
main reason we encourage donors to 
4By Clay Marsh
staff writer
 After almost a month of weekly meetings, the Utah 
State Student Fee Board is recommending a student fee 
increase of $7.49 to the Board of Trustees.
 The recommendation is comprised of two fees — 
$6.44 for the Campus Recreation Center and $1.05 for 
the Music and Theater Department.’
Campus Recreation Center fee
 Campus Recreation representatives originally request-
ed a $9.80 increase, which would pay for new profession-
al staff, including the following:
4 Lead custodian ($1.44/semester/student)
4 IT coordinator, whose responsibilities would include 
managing the center’s high-tech equipment, including 
hand scanners to replace student IDs. Officials referred 
to the fitness equipment as having “enterprise-level soft-
ware.” ($1.62/semester/student)
4Fitness program coordinator, who would “provide 
vision” to the programs ($1.69/semester/student)
4Certified athletic trainer ($1.69/semester/student)
4Intramural program coordinator ($1.69/semester/
student)
4PR/Marketing coordinator ($1.69/semester/student)
 Most of the salaries for the staff come to about 
$30,000 per year. There was some concern that these 
new professional positions would take away jobs from 
students. Some also felt the IT coordinator and PR/mar-
keting positions seemed unnecessary. Consequently, 
the USFB decided to give campus recreation a partial 
increase, without the addition of funding for those two 
positions — in total, a $6.44 increase per student.
 This increase would be in addition to the current cam-
pus recreation fee of $28.33. A $50 fee has also already 
been approved for 2015-16. If this fee is approved by the 
Utah State Board of Trustees, students will be paying 
$84.77 per semester to fund recreation center. However, 
the additional $50 will only be required during con-
struction.
 Final Vote: 16 in favor, 3 opposed
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Demonstrators rally outside Logan library 
for clean air
Campus News Page 2Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2015
 Men, women and children gath-
ered in front of the Logan Library 
on Saturday to show support for 
legislation to clean up Utah’s air.
 The clean air rally was one of four 
that took place throughout the state 
including one in St. George, Moab 
and Salt Lake City.
 Kate Stephens, a volunteer for the 
nonpartisan environmental group 
Utah Moms for Clean Air and rally 
participant said her daughter Maya 
has asthma, which is effected by the 
air quality.
 “I’m here because I’m a mom and 
my daughter has to miss recess on 
a regular basis during the winter 
months,” Stephens said. “She’s a 
really active kid, who loves playing 
soccer and swinging on the monkey 
bars and jumping rope, and having 
smoggy day recess is just not okay 
for our kids.”
 Stephens said Utah Moms for 
Clean Air is one of the main spon-
sors for rally in Salt Lake City, and 
she helped facilitate the Logan rally.
 Maya said she came because so 
she can play outside with her friends.
 “I have asthma, and it hurts my 
lungs if there’s bad air,” 
she said.
 Maya was among sev-
eral people who held 
signs promoting clean 
air activities and legisla-
tion such as “Clean air 
for recess” and “Take the 
bus. … It’s free.”
 Edward Redd, Logan 
representative for 
the state legislature, 
answered questions 
about various air-quality 
issues in Utah, including 
legislation about wood 
burning stoves.
 “We are not going to 
pass any legislation in the 
foreseeable future that 
would completely ban 
wood-burning stoves,” 
Redd said. “It’s not going 
to happen.”
 Redd said some leg-
islators are consider-
ing a ban on stoves 
that are not certified 
by the Environmental 
Protection Agency, or EPA. He said 
this is not a bad idea, but it is not the 
solution to air-quality problems.
 “When we have inversions going 
on, and they’re going to last for lon-
ger than two or three days, even 
EPA-certified stoves are part of the 
problem,” Redd said.
 Redd said Cache Valley and the 
Wasatch Front have wood-burning 
restrictions on red-air days and vol-
untary measures on yellow air days, 
but there is no clear definition for 
the difference between the two.
 “What’s the cut point for that?” 
Redd asked. “How ... we determine 
that I think is open for further inves-
tigation and evaluation.”
 — topherwriter@gmail.com
LOGAN RESIDENTS CONGREGATE OUTSIDE of the Logan library for a clean air rally. Rallies took place in 





• USU Police responded to the south side 
of the TSC on a skateboarding problem. 
Two individuals were contacted in the 
courtyard doing tricks on their skate-
boards. Both were advised of the rules 
concerning skateboarding on campus and 
warned that if they were contacted again 
that further action would be taken.
Saturday, Jan. 24
• Individual over 21 years old living in 
LLC in possession of alcohol. Alcohol was 
obtained and emptied.  Containers dis-
posed of.  Housing notified of incident.
Sunday, Jan. 25
• USU Police responded to the Mountain 
View Tower on a fire alarm. An investi-
gation as to the cause of the alarm deter-
mined that a resident there had been “vap-
ing” in their room. Housing was notified 




• USU police received a report of a found 
two-year-old playing in the playground of 
Aggie Village.
• USU  Police responded to the 
Engineering Lab building in three min-
utes for a medical assist.  A student was 
having a seizure.  The student was trans-
ported to Logan Regional Hospital by 
Logan EMTs.
Tuesday, Jan.27
• USU Police responded to the Fine Arts 
building in four minutes for a report of 
a disturbing email received by a faculty 
member.  This investigation is continuing.
• USU Police responded to a traffic acci-
dent in front of the Distant Education 
building. A truck had rear-ended a car 
that had stopped for a pedestrian in the
crosswalk. The car had to be towed and 
the driver of the truck was cited.
Wednesday, Jan.28
• USU Police responded to Bullen Hall on 
a suspicious odor complaint. It was report-
ed to the R/A that individuals in one of 
the rooms were using marijuana. Police 
responded to the room with the R/A and 
made contact with one of the residents. 
A strong odor of burnt marijuana was 
present. Police were met with resistance 
from the individual and a warrant was 
applied for and obtained for the residence. 
A search of the residence resulted in the 
discovery of misc. drug paraphernalia and 
a very small amount of marijuana. One 
of the tenants was ultimately arrested for 
possession of marijuana and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. Both charges were 
enhanced for being on school property. 
The suspect was booked into the jail for 
the aforementioned charges.
Thursday, Jan. 29
• USU Police responded to a medical call 
at the Field House. A student there was 
suffering from a seizure.  Medical per-
sonnel responded to give assistance. The 
patient refused medical transport and 
police offered to give him a ride home to 
his dorm. The student was transported 
home and released to a roommate to 
watch him. No further action taken.
4Compiled by 
Jeffrey Dahdah
Contact USU Police at 797-1939 
for non-emergencies.
Anonymous reporting line: 797-5000
EMERGENCY NUMBER: 911Police Blotter
“And a hundred kids will walk 
in the door because they care 
about trying on the profession 
they care about, helping peo-
ple, ... and it almost brings 
tears to my eyes every year that 
we get all these people who 
come out and want to help.”
 VITA is sponsored at 
USU by Beta Alpha Psi, the 
International Accounting 
Honors Association. Many 
students who end up volun-
teering with VITA come from 
Beta Alpha Si, said Villarreal, 
who is also faculty advisor for 
the organization.
 Though filing through an 
organization or a program like 
VITA is the way some students 
do tax returns, personally fil-
ing is another option and the 
preference of people like recent 
graduate Steve Mortenson.
 “The reason why I started 
doing it myself was because I 
like the real-world experience,” 
said Mortenson, who now 
works for a consulting firm 
in Washington D.C. “By doing 
it myself I was able to see how 
taxes work. ... I felt like I was 
in control of my return, and I 
could try different things, like 
if I paid for school myself, I was 
able to get that tax break.”
 Mortenson, who graduated 
with a duel-major in market-
ing and business administra-
tion, uses freetaxusa.com.
 “I think doing your own 
taxes is the best learning expe-
rience,” Mortenson said. “It’s 
pretty easy if you just take the 
time to do it. It helps us pre-
pare for when we have real-
life things, like a mortgage. ... 
We’ll know how that affects 
us, and how to make educated 
decisions.”
 For information about VITA 











Music and Theater fee
 The Music and Theater 
fee was approved without 
much discussion. There 
has not been an increase in 
the fee since 2011, when it 
jumped from $6.48 to $8.59 
— a 32.56 percent increase.
 When the Aggie ath-
letics teams moved from 
the Western Athletic 
Conference to the more-com-
petitive Mountain Western 
Conference, the athlet-
ics department saw an 
increase, but the music and 
theater department was not 
given additional funding to 
compensate for the change.
 This fee will help main-
tain new instruments, as 
the band is currently play-
ing instruments from the 
1950s.
 Final Vote: 16 in favor, 1 
opposed, 2 abstained.
Other proposed fees 
rejected
 A new fee for the Access 
and Diversity Center was 
proposed, as well as an 
increase for the Aggie 
Shuttle. There was also a 
proposal for an increase for 
Aggie Blue Bikes fees, but 
Vice President of Student 
Services James Morales 
offered to fulfill Aggie Blue 
Bikes’ needs with his “divi-
sion monies” for two to 
three years while they look 
for ways to innovate.
 All three of these propos-
als failed to pass.
 Final Vote for Aggie Blue 
Bikes: 0 in favor, 19 opposed
 Final Vote for Access and 
Diversity Center: 1 in favor, 
16 opposed, 3 abstained
 Final Vote for Aggie 




come so often and 
offer compensation 
for their time”
 The f irst time 
a person donates 
plasma, they can 
expect the process 
to take upwards of 
two hours due to 
the need for medi-
cal examination. 
After the first dona-
tion, donors are only 
expected to offer 
the time it takes to 
extract the plasma 
from the rest of the 
blood and to have 
the blood returned 
to the body, which 
takes roughly an 
hour and a half.
 “In Logan about 
half of our donors 
are college stu-
dents, which we like 
because they tend to 
have more time on 
their hands and are 
willing to take the 
time needed,” Hakes 
said. “We try to 
make it a good envi-
ronment and offer 
the compensation 
so that we see them 
come back again and 
again.”
 Most plasma 
donation centers 
hope all donors 
would understand 
the signif icance of 
what they are donat-
ing and what it 
means to those who 
benefit from donors’ 
time and consider-
ation, he said.
 “The people in the 
Logan community 
who come in real-




 There comes a time 
when men, women and 
children can dress up 
as their favorite fiction-
al characters and wan-
der a crowded conven-
tion center for an entire 
weekend without feel-
ing out of place.
 In Utah, this event 
is called the Salt Lake 
Comic Con.
 I walk through the 
front doors of the Salt 
Palace in Salt Lake 
City, and I am instantly 
surrounded by fellow 
Whovians, Potterheads 
and Trekkies. For the 
next few hours I am 
among my people, and 
no one is afraid to show 
their fandom.
 I’ve been to three of 
these events so far, and 
I’ve loved every single 
one of them. Comic 
Con is where members 
of every fandom can 
gather and mingle for 
three days to enjoy art-
ists, vendors, celebrity 
guests and, of course, 
other people’s cos-
tumes.
 Last weekend was 
a Fan Xperience, or 
FanX, which is an event 
hosted by Comic Con. 
FanX is geared toward 
a broader spectrum 
of guests and focus-
es more on celebrity 
guest panels and pho-
to opportunities. This 
one was smaller than 
the main Comic Con I 
attended last fall, but 
the level of fun didn’t 
change.
 What’s interesting 
about Utah’s Com-
ic Con is that it came 
here for the first time 
in 2013. We broke re-
cords at the 2014 FanX 
for largest convention 
in the state, and it was 
the third largest Comic 
Con in the country.
 Just last year, Utah 
was named the nerd-
iest state in the nation 
by Estately, a real es-
tate search website, 
basing its statistics 
on the percentage of 
Facebook users who 
liked 12 interests: “Star 
Trek: The Next Gener-
ation,” costume play 
(cosplay), “Harry Pot-
ter,” “Star Wars,” an-
ime movies, Dungeons 
& Dragons, live action 
role-playing (LARPing), 
“Doctor Who,” fanta-
sy literature, “Lord of 
the Rings,” Magic: The 
Gathering and comic 
books.
 Utah had the highest 
percentage for cosplay, 
“Harry Potter,” “Star 
Wars,” LARPing, fanta-
sy literature and “The 
Lord of the Rings,” with 
Alaska close behind in 
the ranking. Next in the 
rankings are Wyoming, 
Idaho, Colorado and 
Washington.
 I am a fan of a good 
number of those items, 
and I know many oth-
ers who are too, so I 
was surprised when I 
realized that this state 
hadn’t hosted a major 
convention like Comic 
Con before 2013.
 One of my favorite 
parts of Comic Con 
is the celebrity pan-
els, despite the long 
lines and waiting that 
doesn’t even guaran-
tee entrance into the 
room. Actors are fun to 
listen to, and they can 
tell great stories about 
backstage pranks or 
what their coworkers 
are like. It’s to note the 
differences between 
actors and their charac-
ters.
 Another thing I like 
about events like this is 
seeing all the different 
costumes. Cosplay is 
a traditional feature at 
fan-based conventions, 
and this weekend was 
no exception.
 I saw an Enderman, 
eight feet tall, walk 
past wizards and spe-
cial agents. Japanese 
anime characters wan-
dered around with wild 
hairdos and huge card-
board weapons next to 
superheroes from both 
Marvel and DC. I saw 
so many different Elsas, 
Annas, Starlords and 
Deadpools that I lost 
count.
 I think my favorite co-
splayer was this girl in a 
Toothless dragon cos-
tume. Or maybe it was 
the Princess Zelda my 
brother wanted a pic
The Utah Statesman interviewed Alex MacDuff, a freshman 
majoring in business; Kelly Huish, a junior majoring in market-
ing; Haley Hansen, a junior majoring in health science; Bryton 
Nelson, a junior majoring in physics; Hollie Grange, a junior 
majoring in elementary education; and Justin Taylor, a junior 
majoring in psychology.
Utah Statesman: When is Groundhog Day? (According to 
cnn.com Groundhog Day is celebrated annually on Feb. 2.)
Alex MacDuff: Isn’t it in February sometime?
Kelly Huish: February? Is it a Monday?
Haley Hansen: February 15th?
Bryton Nelson: February second.
Hollie Grange: Isn’t it like February 20th?
Justin Taylor: It’s like February something…
US: How does Groundhog Day work? (If the groundhog sees 
its shadow when it emerges from its burrow, there will be six more 
weeks of winter.)
KH: Well if  the groundhog pops up and he sees his shadow 
and goes back in his hole, then there is six more weeks of  
winter.
HG: They have a groundhog, Poxatermy Phil, some weird 
name, and he comes out and they see if  he has a shadow and 
that means six more weeks of  winter. If  he doesn’t see the 
shadow, then it’s supposed to mean that spring will come 
sooner.
JT: If  the groundhog sees the shadow, then that means there 
is going to be like another month of  winter? And then if  he 
doesn’t, then it’s like two weeks. It’s faster.
US: What is the name of  the famous Groundhog? (Punxsut-
awney Phil)
KH: Something Pete, isn’t it? Peter? No, Promontory Pete?
HH: I’ll go with Bill Murray.
JT: It’s like ‘Poxatucket’ … something.
US: Why do we celebrate Groundhog Day in America?
AM: It’s probably just one of  those weird superstitions that 
got passed down.
KH: Just for fun, gives us another reason to celebrate.
HH: We celebrate when we do see his shadow, right?
HG: We’re weird Americans, and I think it’s just something 
fun. I’m going to be a teacher, and it’s kind of  nice to have 
Humans 
of USU




COUNTER-CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Hollie Grange, Bryton Nelson, Kelly Huish, Alex MacDuff, Haley Hansen and Justin Taylor answer questions about Groundhog Day.
Mikayla Kapp photos
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COSPLAYERS COMPARE THOR COSTUMES last weekend at FanX, an annual event hosted by Comic Con.
4By Miranda Lorenc
senior writer
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a little lesson on stuff  like 
that. I believe it’s a little 
under-appreciated, but at 
the same time it’s not one 
of  those holidays that’s as 
important as Martin Luther 
King Day or something like 
that.
US: What is the origin of  
Groundhog Day? (The tradi-
tion began in Europe as Can-
dlemas day. Germans settled 
in Pennsylvania and intro-
duced their custom to America 
in the 1700s.)
HH: Someone just had a pet 
groundhog that they liked a 
lot probably.
BN: The settlers in the 
Americas decided you 
know what, we really hope 
this winter comes to an 
end, and we are going to 
use this groundhog to indi-
cate whether or not we are 
through winter.
JT: Dude, I have no idea. 
Like some Native American 
thing?
US: If  you could meet Punx-
sutawney Phil, what would 
you say?
AM: Well last time I saw a 
picture of  him, he was pret-
ty overweight so I would be 
like, man, you need to work 
out or something.
HH: He’s just really fat, and 
I want to pet him.
BN: Why does your shadow 
thing make no sense? It’s 
completely opposite of  what 
I would normally think.
JT: Ask how do you deal 
with all the fame? People are 
always watching him, must 
be a hard life.
US: Shadow or no shadow? 
(Punxsutawney Phil saw his 
shadow yesterday, meaning 
six more weeks of winter.)
AM: If  winter is like this, 
I don’t think it will matter 
much either way.
HG: I’m hoping that it won’t 
be six more weeks of  winter, 
but most likely they’ll say it 
will be because at least up 
here it has been a really nice 
winter, so I’m assuming we 
will have more.
JT: I don’t know if  he will 
see his shadow or not, but 
I think we will have a short 
winter. We’ve had like no 
snow, it’s been super dry 
this year so we will see.
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‘Seven Brides for Seven Brothers’ 
parallels modern-day issues
 Under blue lighting that added to 
the sharp, mountain imagery, Justun 
Hart stepped onto the Ellen Eccles 
Theater stage and debuted the play 
“Seven Brides for Seven Brothers.”
 “I was excited because I’ve seen it 
before, and I heard good things about 
it,” said Hattie Huybergts, a freshman 
studying geography at Utah State Uni-
versity.
 Presented by the Prather Entertain-
ment Group, the Eccles theater was se-
lected as one of  the locations as part of  
the group’s tour.
 The play only had two showings on 
Saturday, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Audi-
ence members lined up behind the red 
velvet ropes in the theater lobby well 
before seating for the play began.
 “Our kids bought us tickets for my 
80th birthday, so we’ve had our tickets 
since August,” said Annatte McMur-
die, a Logan resident. “We love the 
music and comedy. The whole acting 
is really cute.”
 Created as a musical film in 1954 
and later adapted to a play, the mate-
rial features Adam Pontipee, the oldest 
of  seven brothers. Pontipee leaves his 
mountain home in search for a wife in 
the nearest town. Upon meeting Milly, 
an orphaned bartender, Pontipee pro-
poses and marries her the same day. 
However, Pontipee doesn’t mention to 
Milly that he lives with his six brothers.
 As the play progresses, Milly tries 
to make the Pontipee brothers fit for 
marriage. When the brothers become 
discouraged after a mishap at a social 
in town, Pontipee comes up with his 
own plan to marry off  his brothers, 
based on the Roman legend of  the Sa-
bine women.
 Hart, who performs as the oldest 
Pontipee, said the play was created 
for an audience of  a different era, but 
there was still enough flexibility to 
make it relatable to modern audiences.
 “I think that I approach the charac-
ter Adam much more as a man that is 
trying to learn,” Hart said. “He’s learn-
ing what it means to be a man and what 
is his role is, how to be a husband, how 
to be a father, which is much more in-
teresting than just playing it as, ‘These 
men are going to take the women, and 
it will be fine in the end,’ which is a re-
ally stupid message and a flat message. 
So I think we’ve added depth with the 
aspect of  learning.”
 Though Kate Marshall’s character, 
Milly, was also created in a “Leave it to 
Beaver” era as Hart described it, Mar-
shall said that the Milly’s emotions and 
situation in the beginning of  the play 
can reach across decades.
 “Milly has to figure out how to make 
it work or she’ll go back to square one,” 
Marsahall said, “because there is no 
other option even for her. And women 
find themselves in those desperate sit-
uations in this time too — different cir-
cumstances but equally as desperate.”
 Marshall joked that while her hus-
band had never lied to her about how 
many brothers he had, she related to 
Milly on a personal level.
 Due to the amount of  time touring, 
Marshall said she and her husband of  
four years had to find a way to make 
things work in her marriage. Marshall 
said she found herself  relating to Milly 
and how she works to “make her mar-
riage survive.”
 Hart also related how he was able to 
connect to the struggles his character 
faced.
 “As a man, I am constantly trying to 
figure women out,” Hart said. “It’s a lot 
of  trying to put aside my stubborn, my 
own thought process and, ‘Why can’t 
this be simple?’ and it’s a lot of, ‘I’m 
trying to understand you.’”
 He continued, saying that trying 
to understand someone else’s way of  
thinking has helped him relate to his 
character.
 “And I think trying to put some-
body else’s needs before your own or 
trying to put a woman’s interest ahead 
of  your own is something that I relate 
to a lot,” Hart said. “I’m constantly try-
ing to find the tools that I need to be 
a better man so when I meet a woman 







Photo courtesy Adam Shelton, Cache Valley Center for the Arts
MILLY TEACHES HER BROTHERS-IN-LAW about proper ettiquette to prepare to be married in “Seven Brides for Seven Brothers.”
ture with, or the wookie 
I saw, who had very de-
tailed facial features and 
fur.
 It’s really hard to pick 
just one favorite among 
so many people who 
have put tons of money 
and hours into their cos-
tumes. That dedication 
is apparent.
 — Miranda Lorenc is 
a sophomore in biology 
and is a big fan of things 
like “The Lord of the 
Rings” and Dungeons & 
Dragons. Email her at 
lormialor@gmail.com.
SPIDER-MAN COSPLAYERS pause to show off their customs while navigating FanX.
Photo by Miranda Lorenc 
FanX
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USU hosts BSU Tuesday
Annie Hall/Kylee Larsen photos
ABOVE: SEAN HARRIS, SAM ORCHARD AND VIKO NOMA’AEA celebrate on the bench during the games 
against Wyoming. RIGHT: DAVID COLLETTE SENDS A FLOATER to the basket in the second half of the Wyoming 
Game. USU returns home to play Boise State on Tuesday.
 Boise State’s five-game hot streak will 
be put to the test Tuesday in a place 
where losing isn’t just familiar — it’s 
the only thing they know.
 Boise, a rival to Utah State since their 
days in the Big West, has never won a 
game in the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum, 
losing 18 straight since the first match-
up in 1997.
 As if  being 0-18 on the road against 
the Aggies isn’t enough incentive, fresh-
man forward David Collette added fuel 
to the fire in January, knocking down a 
buzzer-beating three-pointer on Boise’s 
home court. The Broncos will be hun-
gry for a revenge game, and they’ll look 
to senior guard Derrick Marks to get it.
 “Our whole team needs to guard him,” 
said USU head coach Stew Morrill. “We 
will need to have a lot of  help, no mat-
ter who is on him individually.”
 Marks has been hot since the new 
year, averaging 25.9 points per game 
since January — the highest mark in 
the nation. The three-time Mountain 
West player of  the week is shooting 50 
percent from the field, 50 percent from 
beyond the arc and 85 percent from the 
charity stripe.
 “He’s really, really good,” Morrill 
said. “I think he’s an NBA guard. That’s 
the way it looks to me out there.”
 In the Bronco’s last outing, Marks 
scored just two points in the first half  
against Colorado State before explod-
ing for 26 in the second, erasing a 
12-point deficit and willing his team to 
a 72-68 win.
 The Broncos began league play with 
three straight losses, including games 
against USU and CSU, letting a sec-
ond-half  lead slip away in all three. 
They have since bounced back into con
Aggies take second place at home 
durng tri-meet
 Utah State gymnastics came in behind Boise State and in front of  
UC Davis in a tri-meet at home Friday.
 The Aggies scored a 194.275 overall, just 1.7 points behind Boise 
State’s 195.975, and UC Davis scored a 193.550.
 Utah State’s Sarah Landes, a senior on the team, won the all-
around competition with a season-high 39.225. She led the Aggies 
with a 9.8 or higher in three of  her four events. She scored a 9.850 
on vault, a 9.800 on bars, a 9.775 on beam and a 9.800 on her floor 
exercise.
 Later on in the week Landes was named the Mountain Rim Gym-
nastics Conference gymnast of  the week.
 “I’m very happy to have Sarah represent Utah State as our first 
MRGC Gymnast of  the Week,” said USU head coach Nadalie 
Walsh. “This is the highest honor a gymnast can earn in our new 
conference, and she definitely deserves it. Sarah works hard and is 
passionate about the sport, and even more so, about the program. 
We wouldn’t be where we are as a team without all her contribu-
tions.”
 Dani Judal of  UC Davis took second place in all-around with a 
score of  38.700 and Boise’s Kelsey Morris took third with a 38.450.
 The Aggies began their night on the vault, where Landes took sec-
ond place with her season high 9.850. Boise State’s Ciera Perkins 
took first place in the event when she scored a perfect 10.000. After 
the first rotation the Aggies had a team score of  48.925.
 Utah State then moved to the uneven bars where Landes again 
led the Aggies and set a new season-high record with a 9.800. Red-
shirt freshman Keri Peel and junior JoAnna Cuba tied for fifth place 
with a score of  9.775, which tied Peel’s career high. USU recorded 
a 48.100 on the event leaving them at 97.025 going into the third 
rotation.
 “I think gymnastics is a sport of  perfection, and it’s hard week 
in and week out to be on your game and to be absolutely perfect,” 
Walsh said. “I think the girls had a lot of  mistakes, and we just need 
to go back in the gym and fix those.”
 The Aggies moved to the beam third where junior Michelle Yasu-
kochi notched a second-place finish with a score of  9.850. Landes 
and sophomore Hayley Sanzotti tied for seventh place overall with 
a score of  9.775, and Martinez placed ninth with a 9.750, contrib-
uting to Utah State’s overall beam score of  48.800.
 In the final rotation the Aggies competed on the floor where Lan-
des once again led USU with a season-high score of  9.800 and a 
second-place overall finish. Sophomore Bailey McIntire took sixth 
place with a 9.775, followed by senior Susie Miller with a 9.725. 
Utah State finished the rotation with a 48.450 team score.
 “Coming home, they were extra excited,” Walsh said. “Next week 
we’ll be here, so they can be a little more calm in their rhythm and 
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U T A H  S T A T EN A T I O N A L
Men’s basketball
Saturday USU vs. San Diego State 59-71
Women’s basketball
Saturday San Diego State vs. USU 69-53
Gymnastics 
Fri. USU, UC Davis, BSU 194.275, 193.550, 
195.975
Men’s Tennis 
Saturday USU vs.Utah 1-6
NBA
Monday Hawks vs. Pelicans 100-115
Monday Clippers vs. Nets 100-102
NFL
Sunday New England vs. Seattle 28-24
NCAAM
Sunday No. 13 Utah vs. USC 67-39
Monday No. 3 Virginia vs. No. 11 UNC 75-64
Monday No. 11 Iowa St. vs. No. 8 Kansas 76-89 
Kylee Larsen photo
DENNIS BAUMGARTNER RETURNS a shot while 
playing against San Diego State. The men’s tennis team suffered 
its first loss of the season Saturday playing against No. 55 Utah. 
The Aggies are back in action on the road this week playing at 
Grand Canyon on Friday, in Northern Arizona on Saturday and 
against Arizona on Sunday.
Perfect no more
ference contention, winning five 
straight with what coach Morrill 
said might be the best offense in 
the league.
 “We better get ready and bet-
ter know what we are in for,” 
Morrill said.
 The Aggies have already post-
ed one win against the Broncos 
this season, surviving a 31-point 
onslaught from Marks that dis-
integrated USU’s double-digit 
halftime lead as well as a sev-
en-minute stretch where the of-
fense managed just five points.
 “Watching the video of  it, we 
played pretty dang good for 30 
minutes and really bad for 10 
minutes,” Morrill said. “It was a 
big win for us. They are going to 
come in and try and return the 
favor.”
 Led by junior guard Chris 
Smith and three other Aggies 
scoring in double-figures, USU 
dealt Boise a rare conference 
loss last month and hope to 
repeat the feat with a friendly 
home crowd at their backs Tues-





Sports Tuesday, Feb.3, 2015Page 6
David T. Foster III/Charlotte Observer/TNS photo
ABOVE: BOBBY WAGNER MAKES A TACKLE while playing in the NFC Championship game. 
The Seahawks advanced to the Super Bowl where Seattle fell to the New England Patiots 24-28.  BE-
LOW: ROBERT TURBIN SCORES A TOUCHDOWN against San Francisco earlier this season. 
 Two Utah State University alumni, 
Robert Turbin and Bobby Wagner, 
played in the Super Bowl on Sunday.
 Wagner and Turbin have both 
been playing for the Seattle Seahawks 
since the 2012 NFL draft and both 
have Super Bowl rings from last sea-
son. Wagner was taken in the second 
round and Turbin in the fourth.
 This season Wagner started at 
middle linebacker for Seattle and 
was part of  a defensive unit that led 
the league, allowing only 185 passing 
yards per game. The Seahawks had 
the third-ranked rush defense, allow-
ing 81 yards per game. Wagner was 
first on the team with 135 tackles on 
the year, despite missing five games 
due to injury. He was also named to 
the 2014 Pro Bowl and received one 
vote for league MVP.
 “The way that he plays the game,” 
said Kevin Clune, who coached Wag-
ner as a linebacker and will take over 
as USU’s defensive coordinator this 
season, “there’s still that youthful 
enthusiasm. I think the Seattle Sea-
hawks have that. Watching him play 
the game, you know that he still loves 
the game. You can see that in what he 
does.”
 The all-pro linebacker led all de-
fensive players in the Super Bowl, 
recording 12 tackles, one pass deflec-
tion and one interception.
 Turbin carried the ball two times 
for 21 yards in the Super Bowl and 
broke off  a 19-yard run to jump start 
a scoring drive just before the end of  
the first half. Turbin rushed for over 
300 yards on the season as part of  the 
No. 1 NFL rushing attack, running 
behind Marshawn Lynch. He also 
caught 16 passes for 186 yards and 
two touchdowns.
 While playing at Utah State, Wag-
ner earned first-team all-WAC acco-
lades for the for three straight sea-
sons by leading the WAC and being 
ranked eighth in the Football Bowl 
Subdivision in tackles with over 11 
per game. He was tied for third in the 
FBS in total tackles with 147.
 “Bobby had a little bit of  a chip on 
his shoulder,” Clune said. “You could 
see what he could do, but it wasn’t 
there yet. He wanted to show you that 
he could be the man.”
 As a senior in 2011, Wagner post-
ed nine double-digit tackle outings 
and led the Utah State defense with 
over 11 tackles for loss, including four 
sacks. He also led the Aggies with two 
interceptions and one fumble recov-
ery.
 “What a man he has become,” 
Clune said. “Not flashy, not bling, 
nothing like that. He’s just a guy 
that’s here to take care of  his family 
and his life. I’m proud of  who he’s be-
come as a person. I’m very proud of  
him.”
 Wagner ended his career with 446 
tackles and tied the school record that 
was first set by Del Lyles who played 
from 1988 to 1991. He was the fourth 
player in the history of  the WAC to 
record more than 400 tackles, break-
ing the league all-time record of  443 
tackles by Robert Rodriguez of  UTEP 
that was set in 2004.
 “He wasn’t a seasoned football 
player. He didn’t play much in high 
school,” Clune said. “He had to learn 
a lot about football. At the beginning, 
Bobby wasn’t Bobby. But at the end, 
seeing him run everything, it was 
great to be able to see him transition 
while I was here.”
 Turbin was named the Western 
Athletic Conference Offensive Player 
of  the Year as a Utah State junior in 
2011 as he rushed for 1,517 yards. It 
was only the third time a USU back 
had rushed for more than 1,500 
yards in a season.
 In the same season, Turbin scored 
a school-record 19 rushing touch-
downs. He also had four receiving 
touchdowns, totaling 23 trips to the 
endzone. Turbin’s touchdowns and 
his 138 total points are also USU sin-
gle-season records.
 Turbin’s career at Utah State end-
ed with 3,315 rushing yards to rank 
fifth all-time at Utah State and 19th 
all-time in the WAC. He is tied for the 
school record with 40 rushing touch-
downs as an Aggie.
 For his career, Turbin also set 
USU-career records with 51 total 
touchdowns and 308 career points 
scored. The explosive running style 
earned him 16 career 100-yard rush-
ing games, good enough to tie for 
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16. Private Bedrooms. 
Comcast TV and 
High Speed Internet 
Included. As low as 
$550 for Summer and 
$2890 for school year. 
(no smoking/drinking/
pets) Come see at 645 
E 900 N #1(manager) 
or call 435-753-7227. 
http://www.brooklane-
apartments.com/
Contract for Sale 
Private room.  $260/
month+utilities.  Not 
furnished.  Girls 





WEDDING IN 2015? 
Come see us and 
plan your special 
Wedding, Luncheon 





ROCK CHURCH  
BED & BREAKFAST. 












LTX A/T2 & LTX M/S2




All CustomWheels In Stock30%OFFManufacturer’s recommended retail price. Providence110 S. Hwy 165787-1844Logan885 North Main753-2412
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Opinion
To the editor:
 Human solidarity demands 
respect and free speech. I write 
this in opposition to the letter 
from Sean Mallette on Jan. 29, 
2015. I believe in God, and I am 
not a veteran. I know not if this 
makes my opinion of less worth, 
but I will speak my mind anyway. 
Please allow me to be an “apolo-
gist blathering on about how we 
need to check our free speech 
rights.”
 First of all, let me just say that 
I agree with the letter on the im-
portance of criticism. Criticism 
does indeed act like pain in the 
body, signaling that something is 
wrong. The ability to criticize al-
lows us to fully explore the good 
and bad of our society’s cus-
toms and institutions, and then 
improve them for the benefit of 
current and future generations. 
This improvement leads to more 
unity within the human race. For 
example, Martin Luther King Jr. 
and many other civil rights activ-
ists criticized the unjust system of 
oppression that existed through-
out the United States, dividing 
blacks legally and socially from 
the benefits of the privileged 
white classes. This criticism ulti-
mately helped lead to the end 
of this system, providing ground 
for the improvement of relations 
between people of all colors and 
ethnic groups. This is a great ex-
ample of criticism leading to uni-
ty.
 However, the reverse may 
also be true. Criticism of the be-
liefs of others can lead to per-
secution and war. For example, 
for centuries the Jewish people 
were mocked for their beliefs, 
beliefs that many people, espe-
cially those in Christian Europe, 
believed to be stupid, wrong 
and downright evil. Because of 
that criticism, a breeding ground 
for intolerance was created. This 
made it easy for wicked people 
to torment and kill them, while 
everybody else looked on and 
did nothing. Our best example of 
this can be seen in the Holocaust 
during World War II, where mil-
lions of Jews and other equally 
criticized groups like gays, Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses and the physi-
cally and mentally disabled were 
rounded up and butchered in 
the Nazi concentration camps. In 
this case, constant criticism did lit-
tle to help society’s progression. 
Rather, it encouraged its unravel-
ing.
 What the world needs is not 
more criticism. What the world 
needs is more respect and kind-
ness. More respect for the beliefs 
and ideas of others, and more 
kindness towards those who 
see the world so differently from 
ourselves. I am not saying that re-
spect and criticism are not com-
patible. I can question the ideas 
of a friend without ridiculing him 
and making him and his ideas 
seem foolish. This type of criti-
cism mixed with respect can lead 
to softening hearts and a true di-
alogue between peoples as we 
seek to build a more cooperative 
world.
 The French paper Charlie 
Hebdo does not do this. They 
insult. Mere insult is not proper 
criticism. They do not just insult 
Islamic extremists. They insult Is-
lam as a whole. It was argued in 
the previous letter to the editor 
that “the need to criticize even 
further aspects of our world cul-
ture that lead people to states 
of psychosis” should be encour-
aged. While I agree that we 
should fight psychosis, it seemed 
to suggest that Islam itself en-
courages this condition, at least 
if we consider Charlie Hebdo’s 
work as proper criticism.
 Such language will do noth-
ing in creating healthy dialogue 
between the West and the Is-
lamic world. Some may say such 
dialogue is a waste of time, but 
if that is true, then we have yet 
more centuries of conflict be-
tween us, as last I checked their 
were millions of Muslims world-
wide.
 Finally, the concept of com-
plete free speech itself is false. 
We do not have the right to say 
whatever we want, whenever 
we want and how we want. You 
cannot use free speech to incite 
a riot or to encourage the over-
throw of the government. You 
cannot sexually harass people. 
You cannot follow someone 
around all the time and say that 
their most cherished beliefs are 
stupid and annoying. All of this 
is known as bullying. We do not 
have the right to bully.
 If we are really going to have 
a better world, the criticism of 
free speech must be mixed with 
respect. That goes for the Islamic 
world, as well as it goes for any 
other part of it. Violence is no ex-
cuse for a damaged ego, but nei-
ther does that suggest it is healthy 
for a society to have parts of it 
constantly insulting other parts.
 I hold to the philosophy of 
Pope Francis: “One cannot pro-
voke, one cannot insult other 
people’s faith, one cannot make 
fun of faith, there is a limit. Every 
religion has its dignity ... in free-
dom of expression there are lim-
its.” This is needed, if the society 
of the world is to continue in its 
progression.
 I have plenty of criticisms for 
the Islamic world. I am sure that 
they have plenty of criticisms for 
mine. For this reason, we must 
communicate one with another 
in an attitude of respect. It would 
be very foolish of me to start that 
conversation by declaring some-
thing that they cherish to be stu-
pid.
— Tyler Thomas
 All letters may be shortened, edited or 
rejected for reasons of good taste, redun-
dancy or volume of similar letters.
 No anonymous letters will be pub-
lished. Writers must sign all letters and 
include a phone number or e-mail address 
as well as a student identification number 
(none of which is published). Letters will 
not be printed without this verification.
 Letters can be hand delivered or mailed 
to The Statesman in the TSC, Room 311, 















Opinions on this page (columns, letters) 
unless otherwise identified are not from 
Utah Statesman staff, but from a wide variety 
of members of the campus community who 
have strong opinions, just like you. This is 
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doesn’t fall under free speech
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This issue dedicated to:
 Tuesday, Feb. 3
High: 46 | Low: 37 | Rainy
• Sondheim on Sondheim | Caine Lyric Theatre | 
$0-$18, 7:30 pm
• Utah State Men’s Basketball | Dee Glen Smith 
Specturm | $15-$17, 7:45 pm
• Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shaping 
Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ | Nora 
Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free; Suggest-
ed $3 donation per person, All Day
• Crafting a Continuum: Rethinking Contemporary 
Craft | Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | 
Free, All Day
 Wednesday, Feb. 4
High: 46 | Low: 36 | Rainy
• Logan High School Concerto Night | Logan 
High School | suggested $5 individual/$18 
family, 7:00 am 
• Sondheim on Sondheim | Caine Lyric Theatre | 
$0-$18, 7:30 pm 
• Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shaping 
Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ | Nora 
Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free; Suggest-
ed $3 donation per person, All Day 
• Crafting a Continuum: Rethinking Contemporary 
Craft | Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | 
Free, All Day
Thursday, Feb. 5
High: 54 | Low: 37 | Par t ly cloudy
• ‘Traveling Shoes’ | Caine Performance Hall - 
Utah State University | Free, 7:00 pm
• Sondheim on Sondheim | Caine Lyric Theatre | 
$0-$18, 7:30 pm 
• Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shaping 
Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ | Nora 
Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free; Suggest-
ed $3 donation per person, All Day 
• Crafting a Continuum: Rethinking Contemporary 
Craft | Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | 
Free, All Day
Friday, Feb. 6
High: 52 | Low: 39 | Cloudy
• Traveling Shoes Lecture | USU Kent Concert 
Hall | Free, 9:30 am 
• Sondheim on Sondheim | Caine Lyric Theatre | 
$0-$18, 7:30 pm 
• Swamp Donkey | Why Sound | $5, 8:00 pm 
• Latin Dance Night | Spring Creek Fitness | $5, 
9:15 pm
• Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shaping 
Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ | Nora 
Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free; Suggest-
ed $3 donation per person, All Day
• Crafting a Continuum: Rethinking Contemporary 
Craft | Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | 
Free, All Day
• Relational Expressions: The Art of Everett C. 
Thorpe | Chase Fine Arts Center at USU | Free, 
All Day
Saturday, Feb. 7
High: 50 | Low: 36 | Rainy
• Saturdays at the Museum | Museum of Anthro-
pology | Free, 10:00 am
• Jump Rope Exhibition | Logan Community 
Recreation Center | $3-$20. See description for 
pricing information., 1:00 pm
• Utah State Women’s Basketball | Dee Glen 
Smith Spectrum | $1-$5, 2:00 pm
• Sondheim on Sondheim | Caine Lyric Theatre | 
$0-$18, 2:00 pm 
• Club Gymnastics meet | Altius Gymnastics 
Acadamy | $5-$15. $5 dollars for individuals, 
$15 for families, 3:00 pm
•  Scales & Tails Show | Willow Park Zoo, Logan 
UT | $3-$4, 3:00 pm
• Valentine Chocolate Festival | Four Seasons 
Event Center | $5-$10. $10 adult / $5 child 12 
and under, 6:30 pm
• Truth of Fiction | Why Sound | $5, 7:00 pm
• Sondheim on Sondheim | Caine Lyric Theatre | 
$0-$18, 7:30 pm
• Crafting a Continuum: Rethinking Contemporary 
Craft | Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art
SPONSORED BY
SATURDAY FEB. 7, 2015 | 9:00PM-1:00AM
HENNA • CASINO • LIVE ANIMALS • DJ MARCUS WING
U S U S T U D E N T S : $ 5 | N o n - U S U S T U D E N T S : $ 1 0 | I D R E Q U I R E D
T I C K E T S  O N  S A L E  A T  T H E  D O O R
